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Corner.    Up to this  time  the  sea of hatless heads*
which had all been turned from us (we were at the back
of the Grand Stand), suddenly veered round as one man
as the horses changed their direction, and the sudden
flashing round of the multitude of white faces was a
sight which Syed Ahmed was particularly struck with.
The vast crowd was of much more interest to him than
the racing.    His stay in England was made pleasant to
him by many people, particularly by Lord Lawrence,
who was most kind to him, asking him to dinner, and
calling on him once every month during his stay in the
country.    Lord Lawrence knew Syed Ahmed's family
well.    Another friend whom he often saw was Lord
Stanley of Alderley, who, by his long residence at the
English  Embassy at  Constantinople,  had  acquired  a
profound knowledge of the Mohammedan character and
religion, both in its social and political aspects.    He
had an interview with Carlyle, and the Chelsea Sage
was unusually gracious to him.    They talked long and
earnestly over *' Heroes and Hero-Worship," especially
about Mohammed, of whom Carlyle expresses a very
high   opinion   in   that   work ;   and   also   about   Syed
Ahmed's " Essays on the Life of Mohammed," then in
the press.    Sir John William Kaye was another whom
he saw a good deal of and had correspondence with this
year.    Syed Ahmed was present at the last reading
given   by   Charles   Dickens.    He   was   very   kindly
received by the Duke of Argyll, then Secretary of State
for India, who introduced him to the Marquis of Lome,
and presented him with the insignia of the Companion
of the Star of India.

Lord Lawrence, on the 4th June 1869, wrote to him
as follows about this : " I am very glad to hear that
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